4/10/72 


Sear Jerry, 

la addition to other sail to which I must attend, otter work I must do, I got i. -tiers 
f 20 m you, John end Stoner today* Proa yours X gather you did not go with Stonar. In any 
ovart, I want you so read, ay reply* If you have not read his letter, I quote most of it 
and all that is relevant. I can’t think of a crazier thing ha could have done, and if I 
as aware that he or Ms secretary may simply have forgotten to seal this letter, I asa 
also aware that even if that were the case this letter Eight well have been read by others* 

I tell you fra nk ly that shoo you wrote aa as you did and I didn’t hear from his and 
them he goes to see Jamas for the first time on more than a year, one of the obvious 
possibilities X had to consider was that he would not give ms these leads and then would 
persuade or try to persuade Janes not to. X told this to Bud, and now 1*11 havo to give Mm 
a copy of Stoner’s letter to ne. X will, of course, ask Ms to keep it confidential and 
I an sure he will, unloss something happens to Janes. X have no choice at all now. Ibis 
la just too {teamed unreasonable and too suepiedoua. I still donSt think Stoner was in- 
volved in tide, bpt my obligation is to James, not Stoner, and this presents me with the 
most critical kind of conflict, ffiborafore, in James' interest, I must give Bud Stoner* s 
letter and my reply. 

Jerry, X m . w il l ing to fight the government to help James, ana X have. X m willing 
to go further into debt to help Mm, as I have, to take time I need for o the? tkuigs. But 
baHove me, I am not going to waste one single agnate fighting with Mm or with Stoner or 
with® anyone else. The simplest thing is for m to spend my time on other tilings, There 
are just too many I can t get to. And if anything now happens to James, youscan he sum 
Stoner wild have to he a prime suspect, ifo police in the world could avoid this suspicion 
n ew, nor can any writer or lawyer. 

Shat John Kite makes sense. X will help ids in every bs y 1 can. I have started sem 
things in notion. They will not he done without Me approval. So, I will figure on going 
there from St. teals. X have also written Mm of this, as you say you am. If ha wants 
So sea mo, them should he no trouble. If they refuse, we will go back to St. L gnu sec 
whether they have made a eu. stake. I wrote you about til© show with frank. How I have a 
hotter idea what to expect if he shows up and although it was far short of what it should 
have seen, the admissions I got from him, according to Bud and Jdua, who were here yesterday, 
are good and present us with new possiMlities. ’ilis guy’s big weakness is fact on the kil- 
ling. He has nothing but what ha was fed. So, when he rambles, we shoyld all say got bads 
to the killing, why are you avoiding the killing, tMngs like that* We o an valk about this 
in advance. 

I gave Bud the envelope you seat m that was opened and sealed. I think ho tf? 1 i 
pursue it further. 

Jerry, please understand me. I as really worried about this insane thing Stoner tes 
done, and I’m not hiding that worry* When I consider Ms track record in court, with both 
James and v o3m, even when X make allowances for IMncsa, if he is lazy, or not preparing 
a case properly, or not investigating it, whan X make ail to allcttaaoes X can I find lie 
is batting 10(®» the wrong way and I oaa*t trust his Judgement on whether the leads are 
worthwhile or not* If James gave him what he told me ho did, they just can’t possibly be 
of no value. Xhe best two faces I can put on this are first, that ^ toner couldn't do it 
aiid Me ego makes Mm hide it, and second, thSt it lands to his friends, and he would hide 
that. Iteithor one helps ’’uses* $Ms whole Mtuatden is very ted. I can’t think of anything 
in Ms giving me this stuff that couM possibly hurt Jamas, either. And I will, not ask him 
or ^ames for this attain. Stonar say sp i n Ms wheels, but X *rm cot. 

Sincerely", 



